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hensive that the power of the parties interested in the existing
privilege would prevent its abolition. Several modifications of
the law as it stood were therefore recommended to the serious
consideration of the House in the event of a total repeal of the
privilege not being granted.
The chief method of relief consisted in reducing the tax by one
half, by diminishing the number of libraries entitled to claim.
The suggestion was: "That if it should not be thought expedient
by the House to comply with the above recommendation, it is
desirable that the number of libraries entitled to claim such
delivery should be restricted to the British Museum, and the
Libraries of Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, and Dublin Uni-
versities."
There was, however, a serious flaw in this proposal. If such a
measure were adopted, it was said, complaints of partiality would
be certain to arise. Scotland, in particular, would be disposed to
murmur, since three of her universities, and her best law library,
would suffer in consequence. If the object of the law was to pre-
serve complete collections of books in various parts of the king-
dom, and not rather to aid wealthy corporations, no city in Scot-
land needed the privilege more desperately that did Glasgow. In
population the second largest city in the kingdom, the seat of a
university more ancient than that of Edinburgh, attended regu-
larly by 1,200 to 1,300 students, Glasgow University had no
book funds whatever, and there was no other good collection of
books in the city. Edinburgh possessed three good libraries: the
University Library, the Library of the Faculty of Advocates, and
the Library of the Writers to the Signet. With what propriety,
then, it was asked, could the privilege be taken from Glasgow and
yet continued for Edinburgh?1
The publishers, of course, warmly approved the recommenda-
tion of the Committee: "That all books of prints, wherein the
letterpress shall not exceed a certain very small proportion to
each plate, shall be exempted from delivery, except to the British
Museum, with an exception of all books of mathematics.** They
also gave their fullest approbation to the Committee's suggestion:
"That all books, in respect of which claim to copyright shall be
expressly and effectively abandoned, shall be exempted/' Very
1 British Revieto, 1819, vol. 13, p. 242,